
                                                                                                                                      

  
November 15, 2017   $225 per person 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM  NAAA PAASS (Professional Aerial Applicators’ Support System)                                                                 
Presenters:  Darrin Pluhar, Ekalaka, Montana and Damon Reabe, Waupun, Wisconsin 

 

“Upon the Performance of Each Rests the Fate of All” 
The 20th annual 2017-2018 PAASS Program  

Florida CEUs Approved:  3 Aerial 1 Core 
 
Goals & Objectives 
The primary PAASS Program goals are to reduce the number of aviation accidents and drift incidents associated with 

the aerial application of fertilizers and crop protection products. The National Agricultural Aviation Research & Education 

Foundation (NAAREF) Board members believe that these goals will be best achieved by providing advanced educational oppor-

tunities for all pilots and pilot-operators active in the industry. Specifically, the intent is to develop educational programs that 

will enhance the commercial aerial applicator profession by improving the understanding of human factors, enhancing critical 

Aeronautical Decision-Making skills, and inducing positive behavioral change. 

 Benefits                                                                                                                                                             
The conscious decision to educate rather than regulate inspired PAASS. This educational program enhances the aerial appli-

cator’s profession by improving critical aeronautical decision-making skills, resulting in fewer drift incidents and aircraft acci-

dents. Along with these benefits, we realized the program’s complete worth as we struggled through the days and weeks follow-

ing September 11, 2001. 

 

For the first time in our country’s history, agricultural aviation became a focus for national security authorities. The federal gov-

ernment ground-stopped agricultural aviation three times out of fear and misunderstanding. As the industry’s most efficient 

means of communication and education, PAASS became an essential element in arguments to get back into the air. All the way 

from the White House, through the National Security Council, into the CIA, the FBI headquarters and its field offices, the Office 

of Homeland Security and out into local law enforcement agencies, agricultural aviation took on a critical role in our nation’s 

operational security plan. In the eyes of the federal government, PAASS gave credibility to the industry’s ability to educate its 

members about this new terrorist threat. Ultimately, we convinced officials at the highest national security levels that agricultural 

aviators should, and must, go back to work. 

Finally, each PAASS participant, and every agricultural aviation industry member, profits from these obvious benefits: 

improved public relations and environmental stewardship. At the same time, we have come full circle and met our original 

objective: education rather than regulation.  

 

12:00 PM Lunch served 

1:00 PM FAAA Business Meeting 

 

FAAA Headquarters 
 2720 Sneed Road, Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

Phone: 772-465-0714 or 772-971-9980 Fax: 772-461-9050  
e-mail: lindadale1@msn.com 

www.FLagAviation.org 
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